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News and resources for board certified attorneys and those seeking certification.

“Certification should be the capstone for a lawyer’s professionalism goals.”
Former Florida Supreme Court Justice Harry Lee Anstead.
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2025-2026
Board of Legal Specialization
& Education (BLSE)

Kansas R. Gooden, Chair (2026)
Third District Court of Appeal

2001 SW 117th Ave

Miami, FL 33175-1716

Office: (305) 229-3200
goodenk@flcourts.org

Board Certification: Appellate Practice

Norma Stanley, Vice Chair (2026)
P.O. Box 2809

Orlando, FL 32802-2809

Office: (407) 418-6467
norma.stanley@lowndes-law.com
Board Certification: Wills, Trusts and
Estates Law

Hon. William Henry Burgess Il (2027)
Sixth Judicial Circuit

Chambers 11

14250 49th St. N.

Clearwater, FL 33762-2800

Office: (727) 464-6441
wburgess@jud6.org

Board Certification: Criminal Trial Law

Howard Allen Cohen (2025)
Buchanan Ingersoll & Rooney PC

401 E. Las Olas Blvd., Ste. 2250

Fort Lauderdale, FL 33301-4251

Office: (954) 335-1589
howard.cohen@bipc.com

Board Certifications: Condominium and
Planned Development Law and

Real Estate Law

Mark Kamm Eckles (2027)
Boyd & Jenerette, P.A.

201 N. Hogan St., Ste. 400
Jacksonwville, FL 32202-4220
Office: (904) 493-3737
meckels@boydenjen.com
Board Certification: Workers’
Compensation Law

Gregory Weiss, Board Liaison (2025)
Mrachek, Fizgerald, Rose

1000 SE Monterey Commons Blvd, Ste 306
Stuart, FL 34996-3342

Office: (561) 655-2250
gweiss@mrachek-law.com

Maritza McGill, LSE Director
The Florida Bar

651 E. Jefferson St.

Office: 850-561-5655
mmcgill@floridabar.org

Members

John Frederick Eversole (2025)
Lytal, Reiter, et al.

10th Floor Northbridge Centre

515 N Flagler Dr

West Palm Beach, FL 33401-4321
Office: 561 820-2203

Cell: 305-610-6436
jeversole@foryourrights.com

Board Certifications: Aviation Law and
Civil Trial Law

Amy J. Fanzlaw (2025)

Osborne & Oshorne, P.A.

P.O. Box 40

Boca Raton, FL 33429-0040

Office: (561) 395-1000
ajf@osbornepa.com

Board Certifications: Elder Law and Wills,
Trusts and Estates Law

Jennifer Ann Ficarrotta (2025)

Sessums Black, P.A.

307 Magnolia Ave.,

Tampa, FL 33606-2237

Office: (813) 251-9200
jennifer@sessumsblack.com

Board Certification: Marital and Family Law
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Andrew Patrick Lannon (2027)

Lannon Land Litigation Local Law, PLLC

P.O. Box 782295

Orlando, FL 32878-2295

Office: (407) 215-7055
andrew@floridalocallaw.com

Board Certifications: Business Litigation and City,
County and Local Government Law

Carlos Felipe Llinas Negret (2027)
Nelson & Fraenkel LLP

601 S. Figueroa St, Ste 2050

Los Angeles, CA 90017-5725

Office: (213) 943-6089
cllinas@nflawfirm.com

Board Certification: Admiralty and
Maritime Law

M. Sean Moyles (2025)
Langston, Hess & Moyles P.A.
600 Druid Road E.

Clearwater, FL 33756-3912
Office: (727) 479-1900
smoyles@langstonhess.com
Board Certification: Labor and
Employment Law

Pamala Hanna Ryan (2026)

Ottinot Law, P.A.

5944 Coral Ridge Dr., PM #201
Office: (954) 254-8254
pamala@ottinotlawpa.com

Board Certification: City, County
and Government Law

Members

Collett P Small (2025)

Slater & Small PLLC

2400 N University Dr., Suite 209
Pembroke Pines, FL 33024-3629
Office: (954) 43-4686
Csmall@slater-small.com

Board Certification: Elder Law

Laura Davis Smith (2026)

Davis Smith & Jean, LLC

300 Sevilla Ave., Ste 309

Coral Gables, FL 33134-6624

Office: (786) 206-4410

Ids@dsandijlaw.com

Board Certification: Marital and Family Law

Barry Stein (2025)

De Cardenas, Freixas, Stein & Zachary PA
25S.E. 2™ Ave., Ste. 425

Miami, FL 331131-1511

Office: (305) 377-1505
bstein@dcfsz.com

Board Certification: Workers’ Compensation Law

Brandon Stuart Vesely (2026)

The Florida Appellate Firm, P.A.

4020 Park St. N., Ste 201-B

St. Petersburg, FL 33709-4030

Office: (727) 823-5000
bsv@floridaappellatefirm.com

Board Certification: Appellate Practice
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Get to Know your BLSE Members

ark devotes his practice to
the defense of employers and
insurance carriers in workers’

compensation and Longshore claims. He
practices throughout Florida and Georgia
in the workers’ compensation context,
while his Longshore and Defense Base Act
practice extends nationwide. Mark handles
all facets of workers’ compensation and Longshore claims from
the initial reporting of an accident and its investigation, including
site visits, through the discovery process to trial, and any
appellate proceedings thereafter. He is routinely called upon by
insurance companies to provide coverage opinions in complex
coverage disputes or to evaluate jurisdictional issues that often
arise between competing state and federal jurisdictions.

Mark is board-certified in Workers’ Compensation by The
Florida Bar, a designation he achieved in 2000. He has served
on The Florida Bar’s Workers’ Compensation Board Certification
Committee (2007-2013), including a term as chair, and is pres-
ently serving a three-year term, including serving as its chair for
one year. He also served on The Florida Bar’s Workers’ Compen-
sation Rules Advisory Committee (2002-2012) and served as its
chair (2011-2012). Last year, he was appointed to the Executive
Council of the Workers’ Compensation Section of The Florida
Bar to serve through 2024. In his spare time, Mark is an avid run-
ner, having completed over 75 marathons, including marathons
in all 50 states, as well as marathons in Budapest, Paris, Dublin,
Zurich, Athens, Antarctica, and Beirut. He has completed three
Ironman competitions (in Florida, Germany, and Brazil), and sev-
eral half-lronman events

ndrew, founder of Lannon Land
Litigation Local Law, PLLC, is
a sixth-generation lawyer. His

practice focuses exclusively on matters
involving  business and commercial
litigation; city, county and local government
law; construction litigation; stormwater
litigation; and zoning, planning and local
use. Mr. Lannon is one of the go-to attorneys for clients seeking
help in business and commercial law matters. He has received
an AV Preeminent rating through Martindale-Hubbell.

Andrew is currently board certified in Business Litigation and
City, County, and Local Government Law by The Florida Bar. He
is one of only two lawyers statewide who holds a double board
certification in business litigation and local government. He was
also the vice-chair of The Florida Bar’s Business Litigation Board
of Certification Committee and secretary of The Florida Bar’s
City, County, and Local Government Law Section. Andrew has
been selected for inclusion in Florida Super Lawyers from 2021
to 2024. He is also listed in the Florida Trend magazine’s Legal

Elite Hall of Fame for 10 years in a row. He has been a member
of the Eighteenth Circuit Judicial Nominating Commission and a
third-degree member of the Knights of Columbus.

arlos is a partner at Nelson &

Fraenkel and an active mass torts

trial attorney. His practice focuses
on complex commercial vessel litigation
against the world’s largest cruise operators.
Some of his notable representations include
seafarers’ rights and Jones Act cases, cruise
ship passenger personal injury and wrongful
death, recreational boating and jet-ski accidents, wage claims,
limitation of liability action, shipboard sexual assaults, seaplane
casualties, Rule B attachments, vessel arrests. U.S. Coast Guard
negligence, and shipboard medical malpractice. In addition to his
maritime practice, Carlos works with aviation in the prosecution
of complex high-profile aviation cases, including matters against
domestic and international airlines, and general aviation crash
cases.

Carlos is board certified in Admiralty and Maritime Law by The
Florida Bar. He is fluent in Spanish and assists with bilingual rep-
resentations and court dealings. Carlos is also licensed to practice
law in California, Florida, Washington State, and Washington D.C.

ollett is a founding Partner of

Slater & Small PLLC with offices in

Pembroke Pines and Coral Springs.
She has a passion for legal education and
serves as Chair of The Florida Bar Continuing
Legal Education Committee. Collett takes
this passion into the classroom as an
Adjunct Professor of Law at St. Thomas
University, School of Law in Miami, where she teaches Elder Law
Clinic and Family Wealth Management. She writes articles that
address Elder Law issues and frequently lectures on Elder Law,
Estate Planning, Guardianship, and Probate. Collett is very active
in her community and is the proud recipient of the 2022 Florida
Bar Elder Law Section’s Charlotte Brayer Public Service Award.

Collett is board certified in Elder Law by The Florida Bar. She
has served as the Chair of the Elder Law Section of The Florida
Bar (2017-2018) and is President-Elect for The Academy of Flori-
da Elder Law Attorneys. She is a member of the executive council
of the Elder Law Section of The Florida Bar and currently chairs
the Strategic Planning Committee. Collett is also a member of the
Joint Public Policy Task Force of the Elder Law Section. She has
been recognized as a Super Lawyer in Elder Law 2019 through
2024. When she is away from the office she enjoys traveling,
competing in marathons, gardening, home renovation projects,
and spending time with her family.
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